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shut his door against the bird, it was probably because
he deemed it a creature of ill omen. Some of the ancients
certainly thought that the swallow boded untimely death
(Artemidorus, Onirocr. 66). In some parts of Germany it
is held that where swallows build new nests, someone will
die in that house within the year (Grimrn, D.M** iii. p. 446).
A poor woman in England, whose young daughter had just
died, remarked to a lady, " A swallow lit upon her shoulder,
ma'am, a short time since, as she was walking home from
church, and that is a sure sign of death " (Dyer, English
Folk-lore^ p. 69). In Yorkshire if a swallow comes down
the chimney, it is an omen of death ; and in Norfolk, if the
swallows gather in great numbers about a house, someone
in it will die and his soul will take flight with the swallows
(Swainson, Folk-lore of British Birds > p. 54). Archbishop
Whately says that in Ireland the swallow is called " the
devil's bird " by the common folk, who hold that every man
has a certain hair on his head, which if a swallow can pick
off, the man is certainly damned (Henderson, Folk-lore of
the Northern Counties, p. 123). In some parts of Scotland
the swallow is thought to have a drop of the deil's blood in it,
and in Caithness it is called "witch hag" (Swainson, loc.cit.}.
The Chewsurs of the Caucasus are of opinion that swallows
and all other migratory birds bring sickness with them, and
that certain precautions are needful to avert the baleful
influence. The antidote for seeing the first swallow is a glass
of wine or a nip of brandy (G. Radde, Die Chews'-uren und
ihr Land, p. 111 sq.\
In conclusion, it is hardly necessary to say that even if,
as I have tried to show, in ancient as in modern Greece
swallows may have been allowed to build their nests on the
rafters inside the house, it would be absurd to suppose that
they did not sometimes build them under the eaves. If any
proof that they did so were needed, we might quote the lines
in the Anthology (AnthoL Palat. x. 16. 5 sq.} :
VTTO yelo-a Sopovs revt;a<ra j(6\i&a>v
gewoSo/cel ffa\dfioi<>.
"The swallow builds her nest under the eaves" etc.